» Home » Benefits News \ ) Entertainment ) Shop . » Finance

Milifary com  ToDAY IN THE MILITARY.
ADVISCRS

Benefits &Lifestyle Columnists

Vets in Demand for Seasonal
Firefighting

Michael Archer | December 18, 2008 £J SHARE
The Riverside Community College Ben Clark Training Center (RCC) is
one of a few fire academies accredited by the California State Fire
Marshall’s Office. Closely associated with CAL FIRE — the state
firefighting agency — it offers a diverse set of certifications to cadets,

and looks favorably on veterans for a coveted spots in their classes.

Veteran Firefighter

Captain Dan Heiser, Fire Academy coordinator, brings a lot of
experience to the job. "I've been employed by CAL FIRE for 20 years
and helped with the academy as far as instruction for a few years as
well,” he recounted. “I've been a contract employee at the academy for
two years as coordinator.” Having worked on city contracts (where CAL
FIRE is a city’s fire department), rural communities, and on fire truck
companies, he has a lifetime of experience to give new cadets.

Full-time Academy

RCC offers an intense program. "The academy is a full-time academy,
they do not have a part-time curriculum,” said Heiser. "It’s five days a
week, for 12 weeks. There are some Saturdays, generally two to three
Saturdays per academy.”

Additionally, the days start early and run long. "We run from 0600 to
1800 every day, starting off with PT in the morning for about one and a
half hours, and then theyre released to shower and change,” Heiser
explained. "We get them lined up for inspection at 0830, afterwards
they're either sent to the classroom or other duty assignments.”

Diverse Curricula

“As far as curriculum is concerned, they'll walk away with 16 certificates
total, 12 of which are California State Fire Marshall accredited,” Heiser
added. "These certificates are things like Basic Fire Control, Incident
Command, Low-Angle Rescue, Trench Rescue, so we have a lot of
rescue elements, and Hazardous Materials, which makes cadets
suitable for city or wildland firefighting.”

For those just starting out, the job of a seasonal firefighter lets them
get their feet wet. "One certificate is the CAL FIRE 67 Hour, which is
required if you want to apply to CAL FIRE as a Seasonal Firefighter,
which is good for the newer cadets because they generally want to
apply as a Seasonal Firefighter,” said Capt. Heiser.

Prerequisites

The prerequisites to get in are that candidates need to be 18 years old
or older, have a GED or, preferably, a high school diploma. Additionally,
candidates should have taken Fire Protection Organization or Intro to
Fire Science at RCC, but if you take Intro to Fire Science at another
institution, the RCC will accept that, according to Heiser. "At the time
you apply, you need to have passed a CPAT or Biddle test.”
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There are only a few slots available at RCC. “"There are 32 cadets in a

class, and since we are affiliated with the Riverside County Training

Officers Association (RCTOA), I reserve 24 positions for departments
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Veterans’ Edge

As with many fire departments, RCC looks favorably on veterans. "RCC _
currently has no policy giving 'Veterans Points’ to potential applicants,” v advertisement
Heiser explained. "Although I always attempt to accommodate military |
personnel, being that they transition well into our organization. They
have all the characteristics we look for: the hard work ethic, wanting to
learn, and teamwork” Gl BILL

CALCULATOR

Military com

"We like helping people who are going out to serve their country,”
Heiser said. "The military and firefighter worlds work hand-in-hand, so
we definitely encourage and support the military.”

Application Process

Where can potential recruits find out more? Prospective cadets can
access the RCC application at www.rctoa.org. Applications can be
mailed or walked in at the Ben Clark Training Center. The website is
updated regularly.
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